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FOLLOWING

A GODDESS

IN HER SEARCH
FOR WATER.

he book Proje-SU (Water Project) is part guidebook, part artist’s journal, geology
field notes, a treatise on culture, myth-cycle illustrations and an art catalogue.
Most importantly, it's a document about the creativity that ancient springs and their

cultures engender. Our team sought out aquifer passages that were the crucibles of humanity.

This compilation is the result of adventures and explorations by a team of artists, poets,
geologists, sociologists, historians and environmental adventurers from the U.S., Turkey, Sweden
and France. We share accounts from those we met in Turkey who taught us about the

water culture of the country and the springs that changed history. Our journey takes us from
the contemporary to an ancient landscape of temples, goats, wishing trees, caves, portals,

and future foretelling fish.

Geographically, the focus is on ancient Lycia, located in modern day southern Turkey. We followed
the path of the mythic goddess Leto who, with her children Apollo and Artemis, searched for
springs to quench their thirst.
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CARAVANSARIES

paths for

7o T B

follow ancient trade routes. Hittite or Ror

A

eontinental trade routes cro

from one country to the next.

These magnificent “Caravan palaces” were buile in the 12rh and 135th centuries by
the Seljuk Sultans ar wealthy patroms to provide safe and free accommodation
for travelers and their animals.

By L, any traveller, regardless of nationalityg creed or status, was guarancecd
fice accommaodation, by some accounts three days; and by others longer.

Al a distance of a day’s caravan travel apart, these Inns dot the landscape actoss
Turkey, the Balkans, and farther east, descending south to Ancalva on trade
routes and fellowing ancient water paths leading to ports, Coming from Burdur
are incle Han, Susug Han (Waterless han), Kirlkgde Man (Foroe eves han,

“eyes” meaning springs), and Evdir Han. The latter is just near Kivkgde spring
Baoth Kirkgde and [meir Han were built Iy Sultan Gryaseddin Kevhiisrey 11

in the 13th century: At each caravansary. were springs in the days of thelr use.
Like so many coltural centers, the caravansaries follow aquifers.
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Asl gradlja]l}’ became aware of this amnipresent water
culture in Turkey, | decided te wark an a praject an water, or "5y’

a5 It is called In Turkish,

“Can you
imagine?”’

.'5_}' MARGARET ROSS5 TOLBERT

| reascnad that if we all shared our water culture fram sister
springs, we would glimpss the enorrmous importance of watsr to

hurran culture. We can share in the rich water culture traditions,

Thie AGQIUIFERIous project in Florida was about all things

SRrings &r d acifar, with r spective af the waters,

W participants defining a differant pe

5o what would an AQUIFERaus project in Turkey be?
| thought 2 film should come first. | had learned about cave diving expaditions in scuthern Turkey from

Tedd Kincaid, Can Denizman and Mark Long.

There was one person in particulor ( hod to meet, they soid
“You have o talic o Gakharn Tore”

He scuncad I'ke & mixture of Jacques Coustaaw, Wes Skiles, anc f
Herogatus, fer starters. And | didr’t @ven learn sbout many of his !

orojects until much later; "

He mapped the undarwater coast of southern Turkey, to show where "

caves and springs emerged
= P >

He crganized the Karst Dive 85 project, where American cave civers Todd

Kincaid and Jarrac Jabiorski jopired Gakhan, and Turkish divers Zafer Kinlkaya mm".i ?ﬁ THM

anc Hakan Génendlk to explore five aguifer cave systems in ancient Lycia

For the Trans-Eurape Sea Kayak Expedition, he and his team

kenraked from the Atlantic Coean to the Black Zea via Main-Rhine-Danuba

Rivers, demoenstrating the little-known connections between waterways and

culture across all of curope and the cla ngers from increasing pollution,

Juggling j I':-Jrnil:,-' commilments 1o wrast same time far

adventures, Gikhan and his friends spant every chance possible exoloring the
undarwater world. Each weekend, they sat off to dive and discover ancther

grand underwater vista. As Murat Craman explained ta me, they deciced 1o
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| carne back in 2004 when my frien:d Nazh Eda Noyan was a
participant in the Kag Artventure underwater exhibit, a brainchid of
Sinel Dizel and Mesut Yicel This cutstanding axhibit and concept
helpad rme understand the special nature of Kag. Art installations
ware above the water, at the water level, and most increditly, in
underwater installations in the bay at Kag, Artists like Eda Moyan,
Mariman Folat, and Kemal Tufarhad had work installed by civers,
Snorkelers ard divers, along with art jevers and critics, came
urderwatar o sae these installetlons in thelr natural space in the
undersea world.

Finally, in 2313, | began te realize how many special gualities Kag
has for a ssaside Karst Kingdom, It's 2 fitting epicenter for Proje 5L
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ELMALD TO ZEMLURI
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The Oracle
of Apollo at Patara
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Jlowing beyond time
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PYDNAI
I thes st wesland this h byeteners the Xarthas, the
Letcony, aned the sea, shallow watizrmines Sow thicugh
o peads and hummecks of graissd, Low bl dings and rickaty
Barecs el the witers, and we ok 3 tetoieg foetbeidgs
1 Bonard tewanichs the mctain 1ickges s leom the sl
pibyin, In the dirance, an ansmmots ampbithester saped
eitliance, a raggedy nd gy semicioculis opening in the 4
tocky el .
Unich L' hois & shallow pool of ioned

waner. Thres Rameshapad miches fll the recess Waer has
pouned rom o, and taings of pearl e gravel pour preatly
inte the pool.

I e ke o the s cave, a fi B blocess § .

Tha water foels e k. “Toe wllagers say 1215 good for
rhenmattsn® Erol tefls me. We leave the cave, and when | um
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As we turn apd Jeave, ook back,

see flame-like caverns in thelr
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At Limyra, water seems to
explode from nowhere

<1 " §u1 en umulmadik yerlerden
qu figkwyor Limyra'da

’? renklerin isyam

a revolt of color

rainbow triumph

zaferi gikkusagimn

ouring, coursing around cracks and fissures of static
akiyor, inate1 taglarin gatlaklarmdan gegerek 5 g g

and implacable stones of empire

delice gaglayan sularda
shards of red green yellow violet crystal flash in the

kirmzi yegil sart mor piritilar

surging and romping waters.

yabani sualti bahgelerinde birbirini kovalyor
su dyle sofulkki sanki yaniyor
fyle muhtesem ki al al can yalayor

chasing between wild underwater gardens

water so cold it's hot

so delicious it stings red.

fislaryor, kiipliriivor

it fizzes it froths

ik ik kabarciklar sagrvor, pirlanta taneleri gibi

blows crystalline bubbles, like cast off jewels...

karmiza yesil koyu menekse visne ¢irtg sar yesil
bitleler ve ¢icekler

red, green, inky violet, maroon, yellow: pea green plants
and flowers lasso the flow

bu alag yakahyordbek dbelc sira sia piril piril sarmagiklar alantiya
brakiyor kendini, su katlanmmsg yapraklar cigekleri agiyor yeniden

skeins and strands, bright tendrils flung into the

salyangozlar kendini suyun alisma birakan yosunlara sarilmig current, water unfurling folded leaves and blossoms

va da siitun kadelerine carparak ... snails lilke black commas embracing the pliant stems and

tendrils underwater
su geride birakiyor onlari neseyle

or cast across column bases, shafts askew in the water

kiigiik bir sualt: selalesi mabet'e dogru alayor water joyously leaving them behind

yanstyan bir ik demeti akan suyun koplkoyu kenarm yakiyor a tiny waterfall underwater, gushing into a temple precinet,

l'lt?]lx?t'l'ln;I sicak, buz gibi su bir kirbag an iridescence of light sears the ink black edge of the flow
gibi cammm acitryor.
myy arms are red and hot, stinging in the icy water,

like [ was beaten with rods.
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Sheerctt by Mengever Moss Tt
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: Leto surely followed the aquifer waters
PER b L i E- from high places around Gombe,
W7 T K i through subterranean passages to
Bezirgan and lslamlar, where the water
S fe : ; LIINE. BT 1) : : flowed across passes and was siphoned
Patira *.a TR $ BEZ—Irgfin : ! e : mio aqueducts to emerge at Patara.
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APERLAL TO ANDRIAKE

PROJE SU
Geaiogical Notes by CAN DENIZMAN Andriake

Demre Spring, with high sulfur content. Two possible smuces for

: suling: [} geothermal or 2) gypsum and fanhydrite rich zones
(Andr] ﬂkE) within the aquifer.

(But why here? The sulfur & 8 myatern to met)

That's a great question. [ asked oy Diend Seedae Bayar, whe did his
M. Se. Research on Esengay River Basin As wou saw in his e-mail
he trigz to explain it with desp karst groundwater Seculation,
which - considering the ranch koaer sea level doring the last
glaclal period - has definitely taken place So, longer residence time
in deep groundwater civoubstion may account for the increased

i :
; sulfur content. However whether it has an organic source such

s : e | h e o ags hepdracarbon deposits or just solfur rich rocks like gpaim 15
Y % 5 S A o , i = e ) e -
I}E flae fﬂ Aﬁd alf:{?f 1 _ o F . : : umbmown at this stzoe That requives sulfur isotope research

F i ; " s =g A ndriake & an ancient Rorman and Lycian city, and today

ilfur sprirgs far health. A frilly bears of white edges

L

1ES anc nesdls

5 In the cuter poals are coated Ina king

tlined in bistre. | was scetching some ducks swimemirg

N QLIS ST ith their feet in the water in one of the
i parked nearky. They delivered wood 1o restaurants in a
15 days, they sad, thay came to Andriake to sit for a half

at in the waters. The parts that hurt go away, they said.

d historic places and was talking albout other springs

Fllate |
Andrialea Lyclans, Byzantines lived there. He continued, "1f there Is

suman hehbitation,
tar,” the other man said.
my car aleng with them as they left. Some other men had
ipty plastic watsr bottles, They asked them why they got
3ural water helps evarything,” thay said. "W drick it it
ol digestion.”
ter was sparkling ana besutiful, but the nesxt vear, blus-
5 ever same of the pe

Plate 2

Andrialea
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ISLAMLAR TO PATARA

The Oracle
of Apollo at Patara

by YUSUF YAVUZ

Patara, bir kehanst ocaf olarak isleven Apallor Tapinadille de Unli idis SSdenoye
aira Apolon win ait ayn Delos'ta alt ayin da Pataraidak tapnaginds gegirirmis,
Tapinagmn lokallzasyonl buglne keder gergeklestirlame istic Bunun da zna
seheplerinden anenemils] Lykia codrafyasen, dzeflikle dad sisteminin, Sugine
kadar datirnu yorumlanmanig olmasdic Stadiasmes galigmast gergavasinge,
Lyt i dlat) silsllesinin (Baycdadlar Akdadla: ve Boncuk Dadlar( antik cagdakl
karsiidann dogru sekilde saptadiktan sonra; barantil kayraklarda, dzellikle de
Sracula Shylingrm baz misraiannds gegen fadeler Patara Apolion Tapnagirm
|okalizasyenu baglaminds drem kazanmaktadir:

Ve serin Kirggos Likiatin ywice Dad) doruklonndan 2ir st gsscek
godili ve bigm, apinca kayani dar bogea 1o ki susturans dek
Fotargnn kehonet ocaklan”

Kara Bir Su Yddirnmlar Ve Yer Sarsmidariyla
Yok Edecek’

Bu misralara gine, Fatara civanindaki Apolion Kehamat Merkazi Kragos
Padindan Gelen sell=rin altnda yok olacskbr, Agallen kehanet merkezinin Mera
zamannda deprem ve kara bir suyla’ :,-lkﬂc':@.'keza Cracula Sibylling risralardan
anlasimaktaair,

By Lyiztun guzel Myros! Send de ayakla brakmopecak
Dehsetle sarsian toprak: Wizostu dugeceksin yers
Swjinrmok igin afalin sada sols yolvang yakorocak

Ne zamanki kétoed! Pataralianin kebanet glinilid-patitiarr
Kara bir s, pildirimior ve yer sarsntlaryla yok edecek

Tapinagin kesin clarak tarih sahresinden slinigise L5 3y 2 6 ¥y arasinga
meyiana gelmis olmalicie Bu siliniste Keages'un daruklarindan galén Hara su
soaurrlul tutulabllic mi? Arsa sl harmen belirtlimelidic ki, Akelatin derudanndak
heyelan beigesinden derin bir kanyonu gecsrex Esen Ay vadeine adata
figarircasing gikan ve Egan Capinin (Manthos Petarmas) en biyOk kelu san bir su
gergekten de 'Karagsy adicf tagmakiadic”

Patara was celebirated for the Temple of Apolle, which operated a5 2 center
of prophecy. According to myth, Apalle woule spend half & year at Deles and
the otherhalf gt his temple In Patara, which housed the farmous springs oracle,
Until recently, the temple lacation was uaknewn, O impartant reasen for
thie s the Lycian geography. Fmding the location of the temple is contingant
upen the establishment of 2 refationship betwean the eurrent layout of the
three mountains, Beyoladlan, skdadlar ve Boncuk Dadlari, and thelr antlque
Lyclan correspondents

Within the narrative context of the Stadiasmeos study from ancient literature,
& few warses embeaded in Oracula Sioviing earn importance in revaaling the
lzcation of the Oracle f Apollo.

Andl you, Krogos, the sublime Mauntain af Lysia, from your sumomit, gruff and
spfershing water wil rur upon the opening of tha nocks stralt until it sifences
the prophecy orucibles of Pataro

With Lightning and Shaking Earth,
Dark Water Will Demolish i¢

Aecording to thess verses, the Oracle of Apollein the vicinity of Patara would
vanish under the fiood coming from Krages Mountain, Frem the verses of Cracula
Sitylling, it i= undlerstood the Oracle of Apolo was destroyed oy an sarthouars
and alse oy dark waters during the tirme of Nero.

s, Lycia's beoutiful Myral Unatie Te stand an your Teet, shaken by
awesomely shuddering earth, vou will foll foce down 1o the grownd

Your people will beg and plecd and ran hars and there for cover, when the
dark woter gestrays through lightring Balts and shaken earth, the nosy
carmmetion of the praphecies of the netarious Patorons

Betviean AD 300 and 800, the temgls was erased from histary Can dark watar
emerging from the summit of Kragos be held responsible for this destructicn? it
should be mentioned a brook that gushes into the Xantes Vallzy, 25 one of the

main branches of the Xanthos River, is Indeed called Karasu, the *Dark Stream’”
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LETO LIBERATED THE
=" MUREX FROM THE
VIVARIUM AND-LEFT.

',

70 gheppling with
vy gy

The Pool to Infinity

ALONG THE WAY

Selected
Paintings

WiLL BUILD HER
Y IN THE CAVERNS
OF THE AQUIFER.




SURA, THE ORACLE PROJE SU

T i nclin spring
ol Surn

Fliens by Tawrond Ryfial




SURA, THE ORACLE

urnad to the hig Theray far abowve that snaked in and aut of

the mountains, to track thelr pregress from a distance. Fram the

maountain curve, | pulled off and watchad for them to come into

viewe After an infinitely long time, | saw a tiny boat laboring up the

first part of the stream of turquoise. Then, | saw it stop Someocne

Crusuf Yeeuz) disembarkes and began walking across the sandy

scrub at the far distant edge of the wetland. The tiny boat becked

off and continued working its way mechanically through the hairgin

curves ard axbows of the miniature river

At length, the rowboat, stuck to the surface of the river lixe a

magnet to metal, arced around the wetland and disappeared.
They disappeared for hours, | watched, | waited,

| resoived ta return and visit the oracle myself. | wauid swim

Fram the cracle!

It} g akerchi I e
S EprEEs

~ 245 =

My day finally came. | went with Tolga Yuksel back to Ancriake, 1o

Liran Acazi, ta the small beach under the palm trees. Salih Amca was

in & white plastic chair, waiting for us to appesr, We loaded up the
seme rowiocat wetsuits, no cat. Telga was olann Mg TG SWIm W th me,
bt Salih Amca had decidec to spearfish, so be wauld have to captain
the rickety boat for the return. We trawled up the river towaros the
oracla, but the going was slow Tide and current were against us.
“Fau'll have to gt cut here,” Salih Amca commanded. We got
out and walked across the swampy wetland. As we approeched the

water, cattails anc reeds towered cver us. Soggy land end water

suched at our feet as we tried (o reach the e

e An el wrigagled

inte the cuff of Tolga's pants.

Whan the rowooat came around the berd, we clambearad

Inte It, eel and all.
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SAKLIKENT TO TLOS

The Pool to Infinity

And after he joined with Pegasus to travel the realm,
flying high over the forests,
springs, and settlements, they say Bellerophon

returned to earth and founded Tlos.

Tlos—a long pool to Infinity. What did they see at Tlos?
In the very center of the stadium, one hundred meters long,

the whole world in the surface of the waters.
They gathered and exclaimed over the reflections.
Rain? Clouds? Stars? In the long fountain.

Were there springs welling up in this long fountain,

atop this high precipice?

At night, staring into the starry vastness from the hamam.
Through the arched windows of the baths,

a sparkling valley spreads below.
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Ciher springs and cisterns dotted the scropolis, somehow
escaping destruction fram the massive earthgquskes that toppled all
cf the standing edifices, save a few wall remnants. The shining star
of these is tuckad bensath the road, where stone steps [2ad down a
small enclosed stalrcase to 2 tiny spring. A silver skein of water fals
into a small natural stone basin as the afternaocn sun played on the
steps, gradually resched the stone basin, and turned it 1o gold,
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Slanting rays of afternoon light descending into & vilage of
clowds sinking into reflectizns. But this is not & vilage of mirrors and
mist, it s a8 disntegration, & village being cisschwed by the river that
meurished and created it

The Eurymedon, now Koca Su, the Great Water, worshipped as
a god by the ancients, has been forced back on itself, reversing
the river's ancient connection with this place, its soarkling waters
turred sullan behind the new dam.

In the village of Danbikd, lost and neglected gardens are in ruin,
pomeadgranates split on the vine, countless apoles carpet the
ground as pulp uncerfost, Quince custer an trees, unless the conkey
gets us to pick them for him,

Across from the house we stayed in, the grocery's shelves are
empty, coversd by the rising waters. In the flaoded depths, &
tree loaced and resplendent with yellow guince, springs cut of the
waters. A fight of steps leads nowhiere, poised above the still
waters of the lake
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For more information, contact:

THANK YOU
FOR | OOKING,
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